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TIPS SHEET :  
 

Running Time:   17 minutes  

Capture Format:  Super16mm color film  

Aspect  Ratio:   1:1.85  

Screening  Format:  HDCAM, Beta cam SP 

Sound:    Stereo  Surround  

Genre:    Narrative Thriller  

Date Completed :  April 11, 2010  

Copyright:   University of Southern California , 2010  

Country of Origin:  United States  

 

Writer/Director:  Nathan Ruegger  

Producers:   Elizabeth Manashil  

    Mitsuyo Miyazaki  

    Min Zhang  

Cinematographer:  Jay Visit  

Editor:    Beth Moody  

Sound Designers:  Chris Whetstone  

    Rebecca Chan  

    Cesar Arvizo  

    Kari Barber  

Original Score:  John Jennings Boyd  

 

Key Cast:    Tracy Coogan  

    Robert W. Evans  

Supporting Cast:  HK Sweeney  

    Brad Hills  

    Bobbie Prewitt  

 

Logline:  A young female veteran has three days to 

kill an innocent man or they both die.  

 

Filmi ng Locations:  Los Angeles, CA  

    Pasadena, CA  

    Calabasas, CA  

Filming Dates:   August 1 - 9 &  December 4 ,  2009  

 

Website:    http://www.anotherlifefilm.com/  

 

Press Contact:   Nat han Ruegger  -  Director  

    nate.ruegger@gmail.com  

(818) 657 - 9067  

 
Distribution :   Sandrine Cassidy á USC Festivals Office  
    cassidy@cinema.usc.edu  
    (213) 740 - 4432  
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LOGLINE:  
 

A young female veteran has three days to kill an innocent man or 

they both die .  

 

 

 
 

 

SYNOPSIS: 
 

When a poker game ends in  bloodshed, army veteran Angela  owes 

her life to a vicious  crime boss - -  and her only way out is to 

kill  the district attorney , Scott . Angela follows Scott  home,  

but when she  discovers  that Scott  is a beloved father and a 

fellow veteran of the Iraq War , she canôt pull the trigger. 

Angela draws closer to Scott, but as  time run s out , she  must 

make a life - shattering decision .  
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DIRECTORôS STATEMENT: 
 

Another Life  is about the little secrets we keep pent up inside  

and our struggle to overcome them.  

 

Growing up in  L.A. , I 

saw this struggle all 

around me.  Underneath 

all the  glitz and 

glamour you see on TV, 

I saw the personal 

dramas  kept quiet  

behind closed doors.  

 

I saw my neighbor crawl  

into my backyard , 

overdosing on cocaine 

as my father held his 

hand before  he died.  

 

I saw my third grade classmate throw rocks at my brother's head 

because he wanted to see what gushing blood looked like.  

 

I saw families  bottle up their pain  and go on struggling in 

silence, certain that no one would understand them in sunny L.A.  

 

But my experiences  cannot compare to the courage of  a soldier  

returning from a war in Iraq to a country in recession  --  a 

soldier who carries the weight of losing  their  friends in battle , 

certain that no one  would understand them back home .  

 

Another Life  tells a real story about a woman  who lives alone 

with her pain . But she is not alone.  

 

Every weekend, tens of millions of Americans go to the movies. 

Strangers c ome together ,  sit in the dark ,  and share their most 

private feelings with a flickering  image on a  screen .  

 

After the lights come up, turn to those around you. Whatever  

pain you feel burdened with , you are not alon e.  

 

Reach out and connect.  

 

 

 

 

Nathan Ruegger  
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CREW LIST ï BIOGRAPHIES (p. 1 of 3 )   

 
WRITER/DIRECTOR á Nathan Ruegger  

 
Nathan Ruegger fell in love with 
filmmaking as a  young voice  actor on 
the Emmy Award - winning show ,  
Animaniacs . He graduated Dartmouth 
College with high honors in Film 
Studies, the Dartmouth Film Award, 
and acceptance into SQAěq School of 
Cinematic Arts. While at USC , he 
produced the documentary Carry Me 
Home and the Coca - Cola Refreshing 
Filmmaker finalist film Moonlight 
Theater . Nath an recently graduat ed 

from USC with honors and wrote  an action feature  Furious Angel s .  
He is currently developing a feature version of  Another Life .   
 
 
PRODUCER á Elizabeth Manashil  
 
Born and raised in San Rafael,  CA,  
Elizabeth Manashil knew she wanted 
to be a filmmaker at age 16 while 
watching Truffaut's Stolen Kisses  
in a class on Auteur Filmmakers 
taught by Sandy Handsher. In 2002, 
she earned her Bachelor of Arts in 
Film and Media Studies at 
Washington University in  St. Louis, 
where she founded and lead a film 
production a nd appreciation society 
SPLICE for two and a half years. In 
the past few years, she has worked closely with John Morrison of 
the California Film Institute , Michael Shamberg of Double Feature 
Films  and Adam Goodman of Paramount Film Group . Elizabeth is a 
recent graduate of the  USC School of Cinematic Arts M.F.A. 
program, with a concentration in Film and Television production. 
She currently resides in Los Angeles, CA.  
 
 
PRODUCER á Mitsuyo Miyazaki  

 
Growing up in  Osaka, Japan, Mitsuyo 
developed a rich experience working 
as an actress and a photographer. Her 
many acting credits include Memoirs 
of a Geisha  and You are Here  (Cannes 
2004) and her  photography credits 
include  LA Weekly and  The Source  
magazi nes.  In 2006, she was a 
translator and  a P.A. for  Nanking , a 
documentary feature that won Best 
Editing at Sundance . At USC, Mitsuyo 
has written, directed, and produced 

over fou rteen short films, including the  finalist film in the 
Coca- Cola  Refreshing Filmm aker  competition , Moonlight Theater .  
Mitsuyo is currently directing her thesis film, Tsuyako .  
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PRODUCER á Min Zhang  

 
Min  was born and raised in Shanghai, 
China. She graduated from Dartmouth 
College, where she studied computer 
science and economics, met Nathan, 
and shared with him their common 
passion for film. Min went on to 
umpi gl Lcu Wmpi _lb J,?,ěq dgl_lac
industries, o nly to find her self 
amjjcargle dpgclbqě qapcclnj_wq _lb
building contacts in the film 
industry. Min is currently studying 
at Stanford  Slgtcpqgrwěq Business 

School  and  spreading advance buzz for  Another Life .  
 
 
CINEMATOGRAPHER á Jay Visit  
 
Jay Visit is an 
award - winning 
cinematographer 
who shoots 
narratives, music 
videos ,  and 
commercial 
projects. His 
recent credits 
include Our Neck 
of the Woods  ( an 
official 
selection at the 
2009 Sundance  Film Festival ) ,  Jay and Seth vs. the Apocalypse  
starring Seth Rogen and Jay Baruchel, and the Make Me Over  music 
video for Lifehouse .  Jay holds a Masters Degree in Film 
Production from USC and currently resides in Los Angeles.  
 
 
EDITOR á Beth Moody  

 
Beth  is a recent  graduate from the M.F.A. 
Film Produc tion program at the  USC School of 
Cinematic Arts .  A Missouri native, Beth fell 
in love with filmmaking when she took an 
elective media course in college. While at 
USC, she found her niche in editing , 
enjoying  the collaborative role the editor 
has in weaving the story together and 
creating the emotional journey for the 
audience. Beth has since edited numerous 
shorts including  two other USC thesis films,  
11 Weeks  and  Molly Goes West , photographed 
in India and Ut ah respectively .  Beth is 
currently editing two feature documentaries.  
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LEAD SOUND DESIGNER á Chris Whetstone  

 
Chris  is a recent graduate from the  
M. F. A.  Film Production program at 
the USC School of Cinematic Arts .  
Born and raised in Texas, Chris fell 
in love with filmmaking at Southern 
Methodist Univeristy where he 
received his B.A. in Film Studies. 
While a t USC, Chris found his niche 
as a sound  designer with an 
extensive background in  both 
production and post - prod uction sound . 
Chris has since sound designed  the 

USC thesis film  Before I Wake  and directed the  viral  internet  
sensation  Ocean Shark .  
 
 
COMPOSER á John Jennings Boyd  
 
John  is a rising voice within today's 
generation of young composers. Finding his 
focu s right after college, John scored 
feature and short films that have garnered 
major awards and attention at  Sundance , 
SXSW, and GenArt  film festivals including 
A_pw Dsisl_e_ěq Victoria Para Chino  and 
Kmml Kmjqmlěq Pop Foul . Since his move to 
Los Angeles, John has contribut ed his 
music and score production skills to many 
major motion pictures including the 
critically acclaimed What Doesn't Kill You  
( starring Ethan Hawke and Mark Ruffalo) 
and the smash hit Four Christmases  
( starring Vince Vaughn and Reese Wi therspoon). He currently 
resides on the Westside with his cat Utuqi and his beloved 
collection of instruments from all over  the world .  
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CAST LIST -  BIOGRAPHIES 

 

TRACY COOGAN ï Angela  

 
Tracy was born and raised in County 
Meath, Ireland. After school , Tracy 
went to New York  to represent Ireland 
in the Helen Rogers International Model 
and Talent Association. Tracy remained 
in New York City to pursue her acting 
career, earning theater credits in 
several productions. Tracy broke out 
onto film  with h er first on - screen 
credit in  Ummbw ?jjclěqCelebrity ,  and 
then  went on to star  in the  TV series, 
Love Without Borders . After moving to 
Los Angeles, Tracy appeared in English 
Upgrcp-Bgpcarmp H_ic Icllcbwěq lcu dgjk*
Penance , and  starred in the cult horror 
hit phenomenon  Zombie Honeymoon . 
Recent ly, she  took the lead alongside  
James Russo in the psychological 
thriller Dark Woods . Tracy will  reprise 
her role  as Diana in  the sequel  Zombie 
Honeymoon 2  which will  be executive 
produced by John Landis.  
 

 

 

ROBERT W. EVANS -  Scott  
 
Robert  grew up in Mobile, Alabama. 
He studied Theatre Arts at the 
esteemed Tennessee Williams Center 
at The University of the South: 
Sewanee. After graduating, Robert 
scored a small role in the indy film 
The Novice , with Alan Arkin  and 
Frank Langella. Soon afterwards he 
landed a supporting role as Orville 
Gilley in the historical drama 
Fc_tclěq D_jj, where he worked with  
Leelee Sobieski, Timothy Hutton , and  
David Strathairn. In 2004 Robert 
moved to New York, where he 
continued to ho ne his craft at the 
legendary Stella Adler Acting Studio. 
He also found himself in a number of 
Off - Broadway plays, including 
Qf_icqnc_pc gl rfc N_piěqRomeo & 
Juliet . Robert also starred in 
numerous independent short and 
feature films, including Ú?pmslb, 
which has just been released worldwide. Currently , Robert lives 
in Los Angeles and  continues to work in film.  
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PRODUCTION NOTES: 
 
Another Life is a USC thesis film  made by underdog student 
filmmakers on a shoestring budget . The producers  achiev ed high -
class  production values  and superb performances  out of sheer hard 
work, heavenly  phone bills, and  lots  of heart .  
 
 

  
 
 
Award - winning Cinematographer Jay Visit developed a  poignant 
documentary style with director  Nathan Ruegger using  cold blues ,  
luscious yellows , and handheld camera work to portray a real 
woman on the threshold of  two worlds and two choices.  
 
 
 
The cast and crew of  Another Life  created  a fully realistic 
depiction  of an Iraq War skirmish on a microbudget scale through  
painstaking a ttention to detail in  costume s and props, well -
researched performances , and  highly  accurate sound design.  
 
 

  
 
 
Kodak  donated to the production some of its  gorgeous, brand  new 
stock of Vision3 Super16mm film . Technicolor  also granted Another 
Life  its telecine  and color  services at generous discounts.  
 
 
 
 


